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regret with which the British Government, after having
conceded so much, had learnt that the Convention
had been rejected, and by very naturally observing
that the next proposition on the subject must proceed
from the United States. He shortly afterwards sent
to Mr. Motley, in reference to Mr. Fish's despatch, a
memorandum, which was in effect a recapitulation, on
our side, of the arguments on which the British
Government has relied for its defence against the
charges and claims of the United States. The nego-
tiations were thus once more interrupted, and have
not since been resumed.

Such being the present position, what is the future
fate of this question? It seems impossible not to
admit that a nation which by its Senate or in any
other manner rejects a Convention, not only bearing the
signature of its accredited representative, but, after
important alteration to suit the views of its Govern-
ment, approved by that Government, places itself pro
tanto in a disadvantageous position before the world.
Constitutional peculiarities may deprive such engage-
ments of legal obligation, but cannot prevent them
from being considered by public opinion as some
kind of admission on the part of the nation that
equitable terms have been offered to it, or, in other
words, that a demand for further concession is exor-
bitant. The British Government, however, has with
much wisdom and moderation refrained from insisting
strongly on this view of the case, and contented
itself with the requirement, the justice of which is
sufficiently evident, that, as regards any renewal of